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CONFIDENTIAL ASUNCION 1711 

USUN FOR AMBASSADOR BENNETT 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, PN, PA 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF FOREIGN MINISTER TACK AND DR. JORGE 
ILLUECA 

REF: PANAM 2546 

1. SUMMARY: IT APPEARS THAT THE TACK-ILLUECA VISITS TO 
VARIOUS COUNTRIES OSTENSIBLY TO REPORT ON PROGRESS ON 
THE CANAL NEGOTIATIONS WAS A SMOKE SCREEN. REAL PURPOSE 
WAS TO DRUM UP SUPPORT FOR PANAMA'S ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN 

A SEAT ON THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL. END SUMMARY. 

2. DR. JORGE ILLUECA. FONMIN TACK S FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
ADVISOR. WAS IN ASUNCION MAY 2 AND 3. HE CALLED ON 
FONMIN SAPENA PASTOR AND DELIVERED A LETTER FROM OMAR 
TORRIJOS TO PRESIDENT STROESSNER. ACCORDING TO LOCAL 
NEWSPAPERS THE LETTER CONTAINED A REPORT ON THE 
PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATION AND AN EXPRESSION OF HOPE 
THAT PARAGUAY WOULD SUPPORT THE PANAMANIAN 
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3. HOWEVER, A HIGHLY-PLACED FONOFF OFFICIAL TOLD ME 
THAT THE REAL PURPOSE OF THE LETTER AND THE VISIT WAS 
TO ELICIT PARAGUAY'S SUPPORT OF PANAMA'S ASPIRATION FOR 
THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT. ILLUECA WAS INFORMED 
THAT PARAGUAY HAS GIVEN ITS SUPPORT TO ARGENTINA AND 
WILL NOT RPT NOT CHANGE. A LETTER FROM PRESIDENT 
STROESSNER CONFIRMING PARAGUAY'S SUPPORT FOR ARGENTINA 
WILL BE SENT TO PANAMA TOMORROW. 

LANDAU 
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